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New Indian legislation applying to India’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), which 
extends 200nm from the Indian coastline, will include a potential death sentence for 
anyone found guilty in the country of committing piracy, reports Business World 
India. 
 
The Rajya Sabha India’s upper house in the bicameral parliament, has now passed 
the Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill, which aims to provide an effective legal tool to combat 
maritime piracy. 
 
The bill aims to prevent maritime piracy and prosecute individuals for such piracy-
related crimes. It will apply to all parts of the sea adjacent to and beyond the limits 
of India’s EEZ. 
 
The bill also incorporates the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS). 
 
Penalties for piracy under the bill include imprisonment for life or death if the act of 
piracy causes or attempts to cause death. An attempt to commit, aid, support, or 
counsel an act of piracy is punishable with up to 14 years in prison and a fine. 
Participating, organizing, or directing others to participate in an act of piracy is also 
punishable with up to 14 years in prison and a fine. 
 
Offences under the bill are considered extraditable, meaning that the accused can 
be transferred to any country with which India has signed an extradition treaty for 
prosecution. In the absence of such treaties, extraditions may still be granted based 
on reciprocity between the relevant nations. 
 
Adopting the recommendations of the Standing Committee, the Bill defines the 
Authorised Personnel who are empowered to carry out arrest and seizure even on 
the ground of suspicion. 
 
The Central Government, in consultation with the Chief Justice of the relevant High 
Court, has the authority to designate Sessions Courts as the court of jurisdiction for 
offences committed by individuals in the custody of the Indian Navy or Coast 
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Guard, regardless of nationality, as well as by Indian citizens, foreign residents in 
India, or stateless persons. 
 
However, the Designated Court will not have jurisdiction over offenses committed 
on foreign ships unless requested to intervene by the country of origin of the ship, 
the ship owner, or anyone else on the ship. 
 
Warships and government-owned ships used for non-commercial purposes are not 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Designated Court. 
 
However, it was noted that the provision for a mandatory death penalty for acts of 
piracy that cause or seek to cause death could be seen as violating Articles 14 and 
21 of the Indian Constitution. 
 
The Supreme Court has also narrowed the application of the death penalty to 
‘rarest of rare cases’. 
 
Since penal consequences for ‘committing an act of piracy’ are different from 
‘participating in an act of piracy’, it was unclear how punishment would be 
determined. 
 
The bill also raises the question of whether it should cover the EEZ, which extends 
from 12nm to 200nm from the coastline. 
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