
 
 

  

 
Singapore sanctions Russia over ‘unprovoked attack’ on 
Ukraine 
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Singapore has decided to impose sanctions to punish Russia for invading 
Ukraine, following South Korea and Japan in the Far East in making a rare 
incursion into political developments in Europe. 
 
Singapore said that it would impose “appropriate sanctions and restrictions,” 
including financial measures and export controls on items that could be used 
as weapons against the people of Ukraine. 
 
Although Singapore follows UN Security Council resolutions, it rarely issues 
its own sanctions against countries. Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan told 
parliament that “Singapore intends to act in concert with many other like-
minded countries to impose appropriate sanctions and restrictions against 
Russia,” 
 
Elsewhere in the Far East, South Korea said that it would ban exports of 
strategic items, join other countries in blocking some Russian banks from the 
SWIFT international payments system, and boost aid to Ukraine. The 
restricted items will include electronics, semiconductors, computers, 
information and communications, sensors and lasers, navigation and 
avionics, and marine and aerospace equipment. 
 
South Korea said that it would also promote the release of more strategic oil 
reserves to help stabilise the global energy market and consider other 
measures, including the resale of LNG to Europe, the ministry said. 
Meanwhile, Japan last week said that it was working with the international 
community to inflict “maximum cost to Russia”. Japan’s sanctions included 
freezing the financial assets of Putin and other top government officials. 
 
However, it has been noted that many of the countries that supply seafarers 
in the commercial shipping industry globally have declined to join the anti-
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Putin axis. India, with a high percentage of officers in the merchant fleet, 
continues to see the dispute as one peculiar to Europe. China, while it has 
taken a significant step in declining to vote with Russia in several UN votes, 
has also censored from its TV screens western displays of solidarity with 
Ukraine. The Philippines has declined to condemn the Russian actions. 
  
Russia itself provides more than 175,000 seafarers to the global fleet, some 
10% of the total. Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam have expressed 
concern or called for dialogue but have not said that the events are Russia’s 
fault. 
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