
 
 

  

  

 

Yantian bottleneck is impacting more than 600,000 teu of 
containers 
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More than 600,000 teu was now estimated to have been hit by the knock-on effects of an 
outbreak of Covid-19 around Yantian Port in southern China. 
 
Container shipping analyst Lars Jensen told Splash that “a reasonable estimate right now 
is that at least 600,000 teu have been impacted – also indicating a backlog of some 
300,000 teu of export cargo waiting to get moved out of the region with the remainder 
being a mix of import cargo and import empty equipment.” 
 
The Yantian partial shutdown has impacted twice as many containers as were hit when the 
Suez Canal was closed for six days from March 23rd to March 29th, and over a longer 
time scale. 
 
Maersk has said that “the current estimated wait is over a fortnight, causing many carriers 
to divert vessels to other ports. In total, over 300 sailings from all liners will omit Yantian”. 
Containers are currently taking more than 40% longer to travel from China to the US, when 
compared with June 2020. 
 
Throughput at the port seems to be recovering slowly. An advisory from South Korea-
based HMM this week said that Yantian’s productivity was now running at 70%. Yantian 
International Container Terminals (YICT) said the same in a customer advisory, saying 
that overall operational capacity had returned to 70% of normal levels, while container yard 
utilization had dropped from 100% to 70%.” 
 
Given the daily throughput in normal times of approaching 40,000 teu, this would mean 
that unless 12,000 teu was being diverted to other ports every day, the number of 
containers stuck outside the port waiting to enter would continue to grow. 
 
HMM said that waiting times for Yantian gate-in were in excess of seven hours. Maersk 
said that vessel reliability would continue to suffer, with an average waiting time of 16 
days. 
 
There have now been knock-on effects in the nearby ports of Shekou and Nansha. HMM 
said in its update that barge connections between Nansha and Yantian were at the 
moment difficult to arrange and were subject to severe delays. 
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