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Pan-European Drone Regulation Draws Closer

On 11 September 2018, the European Parliament adopted updated aviation safety rules for Europe, including a new 

propose to the European Commission the technical expertise to regulate drones of all sizes, including the small ones.

regulations for civil 
drones are based on an innovative way of 
regulating, where the rules are kept as simple 
as possible with a strong focus on the particular risk 

the same drone over a 
city centre or over the sea entails a completely 
different risk. It takes into account the expertise of 
many international players in the drone domain. They 
will allow remotely piloted 
European airspace and bring legal certainty for 
this rapidly expanding industry. 

Before the new EASA Basic regulation was 
formally adopted, Member States were responsible 
for all drones lighter than 150 kg. Ahead of the 
extension of competence EASA decided in February 

draft regulation for the last two years, taking into account both the expertise gained by Member States and all the 
developments in the international arena (e.g. work done in the International Civil Aviation organisation (ICAO); in the 
Joint Authorities for the Rulemaking of Unmanned Systems (JARUS); and thousands of comments received from 
private citizens, industry and operators during the four-month public consultation period. 

The proposed regulation will harmonise operations regulations in Europe and create a common EU market for 
drones. It will allow everyone to buy and operate a drone ensuring:

design requirements for small drones (up to 25kg) will be implemented by using the well-known CE marking 

CE-Marking with a number between 0 and 4, which will specify the class of the drone (C0, C1, C2, C3 and C4). The 

U-Space is the term adopted for a set of services supporting low level drone operations (below 120 m). A fully 
automated infrastructure will provide the drone pilots with all the information needed to conduct a safe operation, 

In particular, U-Space will provide support to Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) operations and will be the 
fundamental basis for dense operations in urban areas. The latest technology will be used to reinforce the regulation 

operational in 2025, allowing fully autonomous operations. 
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